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VISION: We will be a vibrant, dependable and clean city where services are delivered innovatively and effectively. 
MISSION: To provide effective operations of the city through collaboration of members, management and staff. 

 

 

 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 5 August 2015 – 12:30 pm 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Councillor Dennis Tucker 

    Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 

   Councillor Nicholas Swan 

   Councillor George Scott, JP 

   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

      Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

     Councillor Henry Ming 

     Councillor Carlton Johnson 

 

 In Attendance:  Permanent Secretary – Randy Rochester 

            

  Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

     The Treasurer – Tanya Iris  

      The Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler 

     The Senior Engineer – Ian Hind 

     The Human Resource Manager – Lindell Foster  

      

Apologies:  The City Engineer – Patrick Cooper     

   The Event Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

             

 

1. Confirmation of Notice – the Secretary confirmed that the notices of the meeting 

and the agenda were posted according to the meeting guidelines.  

 

2. Role of the Chairman – falls to the Mayor unless he is absent due to illness or off 

Island. 

 

3. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 12:30 pm. 

  

4. Apologies – the Secretary confirmed that apologies were received from the City Engineer 

and the Events Project Manager. 

 

5. Public Participation – the Secretary confirmed that he had not received any requests for 

public participation. 
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6. Correspondence – the Secretary confirmed that correspondence was received this morning 

and will forward to all members after this meeting.  There was a brief meeting between the 

Minister and the Secretary where the Minister had asked for a proposal from the CoH in terms 

of paying off the $18M.  The proposal should be submitted without prejudice for discussion 

purposes and then get Board approval.  The Minister is giving approval with regards to moving 

forward with the committee to review the positioning of a Local Government Act and would like 

for the CoH to submit a paper in the very near future.  Discussion on the funding for the $18M 

will be discussed under Any Other Business. 

 

Councillor R. Edwards and the Deputy Treasurer joined the meeting at 12:35 pm. 

 

7. Minutes of Previous Board Meeting dated 1 July 2015 

 

 Proposed: Councillor L. Scott   Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 

Unanimous 

 

 The Minutes were accepted as read.  

  

8. Matters Arising from 1 July 2015 Board Meeting 

 

a. Letter from Marine & Ports re: # of CoH Members on Board – was received and 

forwarded to all members.  Will be discussed under Any Other Business. 

 

b. Provision of Travel Dates – Councillor G. Scott – dates to confirm billing against travel 

dates. There have been some issues where payments were done on unauthorized expenditures.  

There was no Resolution on the payment for the SIM card use in the IPADS.   

 

c.  Meeting with CellOne and Councillor G. Scott – a tentative date is set for next week 

Tuesday 11 August 2015. 

 

d. Invoice for the Purchase of Four (4) IPADS – The Treasurer will forward a copy to all 

members. 

 

e. Report on Recommendations of the Ombudsman – the Ombudsman will be meeting with the 

Council on Tuesday 11th August 2014 at 10:00 am as per her request.  The meeting was 

confirmed and the notification will be forwarded today.  The Ombudsman’s Annual Report 

contains her activities over the last year.   

 

f. Markings on Angle Street – the Senior Engineer and the marking crew foreman met with 

Councillor Edwards this morning and looked at what has to be done. Over time a lot of the 

residential parking bays were put directly in front of the entrance to the residences.  There 

are no sidewalks so cars park right up against the buildings.    

 

 

 



 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting No. 5/2015/LCS                                                                                   Page 3 of 7 

Page 000474 

 

CoH will be looking to shuffle the parking bays around so that the residents can enter and exit 

their properties.  Notices will go out to the residents in this regard.   

 

g. Draft City of Hamilton Plan – the CoH is due to give a response to Planning.  Councillors 

Harvey and Ming to meet with the City Engineer to address upon his return to the office after 

17 August 2015.  Councillor Johnson queried if the Planning Department would be able to have a 

special meeting with the residents from Northeast Hamilton to have the plan presented and 

discussed.  The Mayor stated that the Planning Department is in the process of producing a Plan 

for Northeast Hamilton which is separate from the City of Hamilton Plan.  They had reached 

out to the residents from that area and have held a series of public meetings/workshops.  The 

Senior Engineer confirmed that the Planning Department did advertise a series of 

meetings/workshops (4) which were held in Magnolia House and examples were set up of what 

could be achieved, etc.  They will use that information to create a draft North Hamilton Plan.  

There was a great deal of input from the area residents and businesses.  Councillor Johnson 

stated that a lot of the residents did not have knowledge of any meetings being held.  The 

Mayor said if there is an issue with residents feeling that they have not been properly informed 

that the CoH should write to the ministry and request another meeting that the CoH would host 

on their behalf.  Also notices to be forwarded to rate payers in North Hamilton as well as doing 

an information drop-off. 

 

ACTION:  The Secretary to write to the ministry requesting that the Department of Planning 

hold another meeting with regards to the North Hamilton Plan.  The Secretary to report back 

to the Residents Advisory Committee prior to the next committee meeting.   

 

ACTION:  The Secretary will forward a copy of the memo to all members and copy in the 

Permanent Secretary, Mr. Rochester.   

 

h. Appointment of Receiver – the CoH has met with David Kessaram.  Michael Morrison of 

KPMG has agreed to act as the Receiver of the Par-la-Ville development when that issue comes 

before the courts in a couple of weeks.  There was the question asked of conflict because KPMG 

is also acting on the CoH’s behalf with the Par-la-Ville Car Park.  KPMG feels that there is no 

conflict as it is under a different department within that company. 

 

i. All Day Parking for City Hall Car Park – a Resolution was approved but through the 

efforts of the Minister the CoH was able to hold that off.  There is the promise that the 

parking wardens would commence enforcement in the car parks. 

 

j. Imagine Bermuda – the Mayor was informed by Mr. Glenn Fubler right after the last Board 

meeting that Imagine Bermuda was going to have their event at the Bermuda College. 

 

9. Committees and Recommendations for Review: 

 

a. Infrastructure, Development & Future Committee – 8 July 2015 

 

 There were no recommendations. 
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Councillor Tucker spoke to the Action Item – Page 8 of 8 – “the Secretary to write a letter 

to the restaurants regarding the oil containers left out on the sidewalks and staining them.  

Also to advise that the CoH will steam clean the sidewalks and forward the charge on to 

them.”  He has noticed around the City really dark, filthy sidewalks as a result of the 

containers with grease.  He commented on a couple of areas, e.g. in front of the Beach on Front 

Street and Primes Place on Victoria Street.  The Senior Engineer said the CoH has a special 

steam cleaning machine and the area from Parliament Street going west on Front Street gets 

cleaned more often than most streets.  Councillor Tucker referenced the Bus Terminal which 

most of the time is filthy with cigarette butts, etc. and the City is being blamed for not keeping 

it clean. It was noted that this matter was discussed at length with the former Council over the 

past few years. The lease is with the Department of Transportation which is coming up for 

renewal shortly and part of the agreement for the lease is the upkeep for that area.  The City 

is not in the position to offer free public service.  The Secretary has had many meetings with 

Dan Simmons to no avail.  Originally got them to sign a contract for four (4) hours a day but it 

requires a lot more service than that.  To date they have not signed a comprehensive contract.  

The garbage bins get emptied three (3) times a day by the CoH. 

 

ACTION: The Secretary to write to the new Acting Director, Stephen Outerbridge regarding 

the contract and the cleaning of the Bus Terminal and forward a copy to the Minister. 

 

Further dialogue continued on the amount of garbage after Harbour Nights, long holiday 

weekends, etc.  People come from other parts of the island and dump their garbage in the City.  

It was suggested to ascertain what parts of the City requires the most attention and focus on 

sorting those out. 

 

Councillor L. Scott commented on a previous discussion of keeping the grease cans off the 

sidewalks and the CoH would come to their establishment and collect. 

 

ACTION:  The City Engineer to take the matter regarding the disposal of grease, etc. back to 

the committee to see how the cleaning of sidewalks, etc. can be handled. 

 

Councillor Edwards commented further on the buckets of grease left outside Vasco da Gama as 

well as the stained sidewalks near the Marketplace where buckets of grease were left outside 

for a couple of days. Further comments were made on the times that garbage and grease are 

collected. 

 

Councillor Ming commented on the vegetation on the roof top of the Bus Terminal and suggested 

sending a courtesy note to the Ministry of Transport advising of the vegetation.  The Senior 

Engineer said he had taken photographs and forwarded to the Acting Director of PTB.   

 

Currently the CoH collects containers of cooking oil three (3) times a week, Monday, Wednesday 

and Fridays which is then taken to the incinerator.  Grease should not be placed out on the 

sidewalks and the establishments have to secure a private person/company to dispose of their 

grease.  There was further dialogue regarding wheelie bins for the trash and trays for the oil 

containers.   
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b. Finance Committee – 9 July 2015 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve to amend the Resolution that any tablets that are 

purchased by the CoH for the ‘go green” will not have SIM cards. 

 

There was a Resolution put forward and approved that the Council would “go green” with the 

purchase of the tablets with Wi-Fi availability.  This would be an amendment to that 

Resolution. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Councillor Tucker advised the financial statements were completed and distributed to the 

relevant parties inclusive of the Minister.  A discussion was had regarding the printing of the 

2014 financials with all of the notes in the press.  There was some concern about the cost 

factor but thought it would be prudent to do a one-time print.  The Treasurer said the cost 

would be $6K for 3 full pages.  Councillor Johnson asked if there is a way for the Gazette to 

run the ad free of charge (as a matter of transparency) rather than paying the $6K which 

may not get the results that the committee is looking for.  The Treasurer suggested that a 

notice could be sent out to the public advising that the financials are available and can be 

obtained from the CoH’s website or a copy could be collected from the CoH’s offices or 

mailed.  Copies could also be placed in various locations.  Bernews has printed the entire 

financials inclusive of the notes at no charge.   

 

The Mayor suggested that this matter be sent back to the Finance Committee for further 

discussion and a recommendation brought forward in their next meeting of 13 August 2015. 

There was the suggestion for the committee to bring forward a few options in the 

recommendation. There was another suggestion that a report be provided giving where and 

when the financials have been sighted/reported, etc.  Dialogue continued. 

 

Councillor Tucker said the auditors are in the process of preparing a Management Letter 

which is their final observations on the operations of the CoH for 2014.  The Treasurer has a 

preliminary copy and it has been reviewed by CoH’s management team.  Once that Letter is 

issued in its final form, it will be made available to all of the members. 

 

c. Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 14 July 2015 

 

  There were no recommendations. 

 

Councillor L. Scott asked the members to secure both reports of the Ombudsman to review 

before the meeting scheduled with her next week.   

 

d. Property & Safety Committee – 16 July 2015 

 

 There were no recommendations. 
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e. Residents Advisory Committee – 21 July 2015 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the appointment of Irvin Hendrickson, Dr. Michael 

Bradshaw, Tracy Marshall, Sarah Thompson, John Holdipp, III and Sharon Godwin as 

Associate Committee Members of the Residents Advisory Committee.  That the Board appoint 

Councillor Henry Ming as an additional Member of the Residents Advisory Committee. 

 

AMENDED RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the appointment of Irvin Hendrickson, 

Dr. Michael Bradshaw, Tracy Marshall, Sarah Thompson, John Holdipp, III and Sharon Godwin 

as Associate Committee Members of the Residents Advisory Committee and that on their 

agreeing to and signing of the Code of Conduct for Associate Committee Members, they will 

be welcomed to join the committee.  That the Board appoint Councillor Henry Ming as an 

additional Member of the Residents Advisory Committee. 

 

 Proposed:  The Mayor    Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

 Passed 

 

There will be a welcome package along with the Code of Conduct for their review.  

 

10.  Any Other Business 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board appoint Council Members to a local government legislative 

sub-committee. 

 

The HR Manager left the meeting at 1:35 pm. 

 

The Mayor suggested that the appointed members work quite quickly so that information can 

be available for the October Board meeting.  The next Parliamentary session is either the last 

Friday in October or the first Friday in November.   

 

Proposed:  The Mayor    Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

 

Councillor Harvey commented on the possibility of inviting members of the public that have 

expertise in legislation.  Councillor L. Scott stated that Ronnie Myers of MD&M would be 

helpful for the structure of the drafting of the legislation.  He further commented on the 

Canadian legislation, the Australian legislation – the Australian model which best reflects 

modern day practices and is akin to Bermuda.  Then the committee could hopefully have the 

information available by mid-September.  The Mayor said the CoH would be making a case for 

a Local Government Act.  The drafting is for Cabinet, the Minister and the AG’s Chambers and 

then hopefully turning that into an Act.  The beginning stage is just writing a document and 

pulling from various bits of legislation as examples of how the CoH would like to see local 

government being changed and envision its shape in the future.   PS Rochester suggested that 

the Council send a proposal to the ministry then he will draft a cabinet paper to be forwarded 

to Cabinet.  The policy is then considered by Cabinet and they decide if it is legislative 

priority. There was further discussion. 
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Councillor Harvey commented on whether the St. George Corporation intends to make any 

amendments to the Act and are they willing to work along with the CoH. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board appoint the Mayor, Councillor Nicholas Swan, Councillor Larry 

Scott, Councillor George Scott to participate on a local government legislative sub-committee. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor C. Johnson   Seconded:  Councillor J. Harvey 

Passed 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board confirm Councillor G. Scott and the Ports Superintendent, 

Earl Francis as the two (2) CoH representatives to serve on the Marine and Ports Board. 

 

Proposed:  The Mayor    Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

Passed 

 

Councillor G. Scott thanked Councillor Harvey (as Chairman of the Infrastructure Committee) 

for having the confidence in him and the Ports Superintendent to serve on the Marine and 

Ports Board. 

 

ACTION:  The Secretary will inform the members prior to the next meeting who needs to 

sign the current Code of Ethics and Conduct as well as completing the Register of Members’ 

Interest. 

 

Parking Bays and Pedestrian Crossings and Lines from Victoria to Dundonald Streets on 

Union Street- this is the stretch of road in front of the BIU building where these are not 

visible.  There was also a concern with the pedestrian crossing which used to be at the end 

where Union meets Dundonald.  The Senior Engineer commented on plans which are still in 

development to completely revamp that particular section of Union Street.  A topographical 

survey has been conducted and will be coming forward to the Board with plans for 

refurbishing, i.e. crossings (bump outs), condition of sidewalks, width of the road, parking, etc.   

 

Till’s Hill – an email was received regarding a leakage on the top of the hill – a water break.  

The Senior Engineer contacted government and they are fixing the issue.   

 

  Motion to Move to a Restricted Session. 

 

  Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott    Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 

 

 The public session of the meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

 

 ________________________   _____________________________ 

 Date        Mayor 

 

        _____________________________ 

       Secretary 


